His life's work (as he once described it in correspondence) was the explication and publication of the Galenic texts in their medieval phase: Galenus latinus. His intention was a complete account of the Latin Galen in Paul Oskar Kristeller's much admired series, Catalogus translationum et commentariorum (1960 onwards) . This magnum opus was still unfinished at his death, but his editions of Burgundio of Pisa's translations of De complexionibus (1976) and De interioribus (1992) as well as A dictionary of medical terms in Galen (1993) more than fulfilled his self-imposed scholarly obligations. It is good news that his Galenic work is to be continued by other hands.
Wide cultural and scholarly interests, including a passion for music (particularly that of Bach and Purcell) made Richard a stimulating colleague. His erudition could be alarming but was invariably quickly tempered and defused by a self-deprecatory quip. Richard was an important member of that relatively small band of scholars that, over the last few decades, has rescued medieval medicine from the grip of the quaint and anecdotal and placed its study firmly in the mainstream of the history of medicine and science.
Our sympathies are with his colleagues at Kiel and in particular with his wife Sheila and their two sons. Eric Freeman
